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There’s a song that’s been covered by many popular artists over the last half century or so.  Porter Wagoner, Glen Campbell, Bob Dylan, Johnny Cash and others.  It’s a song with a very simply message and I just want to share the first verse with you.

How many times have you heard someone say
If I had his money, I could do things my way
But little they know, that it’s so hard to find
One rich man in ten, with a satisfied mind

The lesson is a simple one.  Wealth doesn’t ensure happiness.  Or even here, being rich more often leads to unhappiness.  And it’s not a new lesson.  Jesus said long ago, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  

The song, and Jesus words, are not only a warning about riches.  It is true, love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, we were not redeemed from our sins by silver and gold...and as the Beatles famously said, “You can’t buy me love.”  The point is that, true happiness, true contentment, is not something that can be bought or ensured by any material resources.  A satisfied mind, a clean conscience, is something that makes a poor man more blessed than any without it.  And a dissatisfied mind, a dirty conscience leaves the richest man cursed and miserable.  Saint Augustine of Hippo wrote in one of his most famous works, “The Confessions”...Our souls are restless lord until they find their rest in you.”  

Our souls are without peace, until they find peace with God.  Jesus promises a peace that this world cannot give.  “Peace I leave with you.  Peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to you.”  Everyone wants a peaceful spirit, a clean conscience.  That is the most valuable commodity in the world, and only Jesus has it to offer for real.  Only Jesus can give you a satisfied mind.  And that is through the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins.  Forgiveness cannot be bought with gold or silver, it cannot be stolen, and nobody is born with it.  Everyone needs it and lives restless lives without it.  It is the key to happiness in its truest sense...a satisfied mind…and only Jesus can give it.

But there are many counterfeit offers to peace out there.  Some talk about forgiveness as something you give or take freely, without cost.  But that doesn’t work.  Forgiveness is funded only through faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus on account of your miserable and damnable sins...which are great and are many.  Jesus’ flesh and blood are the bank from which you draw funds to forgive and to be forgiven.  An illustration…

Imagine going to a store, gather your groceries or items.  And when you get to the checkout counter and when the clerk rings up your total of say $100, you simply say very well “I give you $100”, but offer no money, no cheque from a bank, no credit card.  If you don’t have the funds on hand, or a bank or credit agency to back up your purchase...you aren’t really going to go home with anything.

Just because you need the groceries, doesn’t mean you have the scratch to buy them.  And just declaring yourself or others that you can afford it, without having, and knowing, and understanding and communicating where that funding is coming from, is worthless.  Even if you’d fool yourself or others for a while, sooner or later there will be a call to accounts.  And, in the real world, if you forged a check you will go to jail for fraud.  If you wrote a check without the funds available, it will bounce and you will be penalized.  If your credit card bill comes and you can’t pay it, your debt remains and not only that, but with the added APR interest...increasing your debt monthly until you find the real funds to pay it off.  

Charging money you don’t have doesn’t solve your debt, actually it increases it.  How much worse off then will you be if you go on sinning and sinning and forgiving yourself on your own credit, or forgiving yourself without having a reputable institution to back your expenditure?  Forgiveness costs, the wages of sin is death, there is no forgiveness without the shedding of blood, and you will not be forgiven until you have paid the last cent.  Where is that coming from?

The flesh and blood of Jesus is the institution from which the funds of forgiveness are drawn.  Every other claim to forgiveness is a counterfeit, and you cannot get backing from an institution without having its name to back you.   

One of the greatest counterfeit banks from which people try to balance the account of their conscience is the bank of good intentions.  “The road to hell is paved with good intentions” the old adage goes.  And Jesus explains to his disciples before he leaves them that they will be killed by people who justify themselves by their good intentions.  “Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.”  But of course, they aren’t.  They are doing evil in the name of God, and how will they be able to sleep at night.  When they have soiled their souls with the murder of Jesus disciples, how will the try to clean their conscience and satisfy their minds...by drawing from the bank of good intentions.  “If I did evil I’m sorry...but it’s okay because I thought I was doing service to God.”

God did not pave the road to heaven with good intentions.  He paved the narrow way exclusively with the blood and death of his Son Jesus Christ.  No one serves god apart from him.  No one has forgiveness of sins without being a disciple of his son.  And no one who denies one Jot or tittle of his word can be his disciple.  Everyone is restless and seeks to find rest in God...and they will convince themselves that they are serving him.  But you cannot serve him if you do not know him; and you cannot know him if you do not know his son.

The night before his crucifixion, Jesus tells his disciples that the world will not give them peace when he goes away.  “They will put you out of the synagogues and will kill you.”  But they will have satisfied minds, they will have the peace which passes all understanding.  They will not have gold or silver, they will not have influential friends or powerful politicians on their side.  But they will have a clean conscience, because they know their redeemer lives.  They have seen him die and return, so that not even death...the only power that sin and the devil have over you...not even death can separate you from the love of God we have in Christ Jesus.  
