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I just saw an old interview with the late great anti-theist Christopher Hitchens.  He was asked why spend so much time attacking God and religion if you don’t think they exist…why not just stay home?  His response was that religions with one supreme God who teaches that the world is a sinful place and that He will come someday to fix it…are toxic.  Such religions are evil because they cause people to accept evil in the world rather than try to fix it.  They are content to wait on God to solve problems and so believe that the earth is not their concern.

It is true that religion preaches a sort of acceptance of the evils in the world.  When horrible injustices happen–like the school shooting in Uvalde Texas last week–the injustice is so tragic and horrible that the surviving victims and mourners are left helpless.  And so the instinctual response of christians is to offer thoughts and prayers to God for the families of the victims.  This illustrates Mr. Hitchen’s point nicely I think.  It is the idea that in the face of tragedy christians just pray to God, but don’t do anything because the world is unfixable.  

The response of the other side is to believe that this could have been prevented if mankind would just come together and pass the right laws.  And Mr. Hitchens were he still alive might argue with some who are outraged at those who pray for the victims.  Prayers won’t bring back the dead…we need gun control.  The religious think it’s all in God’s hands, but they need to wake up and realize that prayer is not a replacement for doing something to solve the problem.  The religious are content to just shrug it off and hold tight to their guns because they can’t accept that there might be a solution.  The solution to living in a better world rests in our hands…not God’s.   

Mr. Hitchens would preach to us that we should believe that we as a human species can do better than we are doing…and that the reason we don’t is because our faith makes us lazy and content with evil.  It has us commend all things to God rather than sally up and solve our common problems as a human species.  Religious peole have a fixed mindset about the world…but if they just give up on religion they can see that the world doesn’t have to be as bad as it is…we can work to make it a better place.  

Two things.  First Mr. Hitchens is historically confused.  It is because of Christianity that things like schools, orphanages, hospitals, charity work and all of these things exist today…because of the christian faith.  God teaches us to love our enemies and show mercy to everyone.  It is atheists like Hitler and Stalin who saw no problem in doing experiments on people and killing certain ethnicities.  It is the godless who believe that because they believed there was no God to correct the worlds problems, they need to play god.  We who follow christ’s teachings know that the poor will always be with us…until He returns…and any attempt by men who believe they can solve the worlds problems without christ…only have the power to make things worse. 

That is the difference.  Atheists have to live in constant outrage until all the evil of the world is solved.  They have to find something to scapegoat…gun ownership, blind religion, … christ himself.  They have to find something on earth to blame because they have to hope that the fixing of the world is withing their reach if only they can convince all people to work together to solve it.  But until it’s solved, there is a group of people on earth who didn’t do enough, or didn’t accept and participate in the right program, who are to blame.

But the gift of God to the world is Christ, and the gospel of christianity.  In the midst of evil we have not been given outrage, but peace.  Our comfort is that in the face of great tragedy, such as school shootings, we can take comfort and offer comfort in the fact that things will not always be this way.  They are this way, not because our gun laws aren’t strict enough but because sin, death and the devil still govern this world.  But have peace because things won’t always be this way.  We have a God who has paid for our sin, crushed the devil under his feet, and disabled death so that, in the proper day…he will renovate the world in a way that we are unable to ourselves.

And so that finally takes us to today’s cautionary tale of the Tower of Babel and the preaching at Pentecost.  The Tower of Babel teaches that for all of mankind to unite in a common endeavor, school shootings, climate change, covid, ukraine–for humanity to solve these problems together, they have to leave God behind.  If you want all people to unite to enact gun control, or end abortion you are not uniting around God because you must welcome unbelievers into the cause for the cause, because the cause becomes the new god, and is always just an old idol.  

Tower of Babel teaches that once mankind once gave up on the bugaboo of religion to unite together in a common cause of attaining paradise on earth.  But God stopped them, because preaching that humanity needs to come together around a cause that doesn’t require the involvement of God…it does not increase their power for good but for evil.  One giant leap for mankind always ends in one giant leap for godlessness and sin.

And this is what is so underhanded about Mr. Hitchens.  He assumes that our hope is false because hope is invisible and to believe in such untestable things is irresponsible.  But what about the idea that mankind can overcome the evils of the world…the hope that if we ban all guns we can stop gun violence, that if we shut down oil pipelines and subsidies electric vehicles we can end climate change, or if we end the killing of babies, we are fighting the good fight and one step closer to paradise.  

But where is the proof, Mr. Hitchens, that mankind can do better?  No proof of God, Mr. Hitchens…where is the proof that giving absolute power to any human being or institution without God has accomplished anything good.  In fact, the present climate crisis is a great example of how man, when he gets more power only creates more problems.  Where is the proof that mankind can do better?  There is none, Mr. Hitchens.  You have to preach your hope in humanity not only without any history, but without any scripture that  comes from a holy hand.

But the Holy Bible records that on the day of pentecost, there was finally proof of a hope and a gospel that is for man, accomplished by a man, and with the full design and support of the almighty all powerful God.  It is not a system of new laws, or a new regime, or a five year plan that will see reductions in this and gains in that.  It is proof of a hope of something that already happened.  God sent his Son Jesus Christ who came and promised to solve the evil of the world.  He didn’t preach that evil as guns, or abortion, or covid, or the UCP or the NDP.  He didn’t preach that that evil was something you could solve, but that that evil was you.  And not just you but every single human being in the world since Adam is evil and cannot do anything good.  Mankind without God is good at only one thing…sinning.  And coming together without christ is simply a call to make sin great again…to rebuild babel.

But Christ has already won.  He has the victory and has given us the kingdom of God.  And this is the hope, not that we shrug at evil, but we do not live in outrage and fear, but peace and hope.  Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you.  Peace I give to you.  Not as the world gives do I give to you.”  He gives us the spirit of patience and kindness and gentleness because we know that the salvation of the world does not rest on our shoulders, but was carried on the shoulders of the one who conquered all evil, ascended to the throne on high, and sends his holy spirit to preach peace and salvation to the end of the earth until he comes again to claim his kingdom.
