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All of the Law of God is summed up in one command:  love your neighbor as yourself.  One of the moral conundrums that can bother sincere Christians, has to do with the scope and jurisdiction of love.  An example, say that two children are in life threatening danger.  One is your child, or nephew, or relative...you know...family.  The other is a child who is a total stranger.  You have time only to rescue one of them.  Which one do you rescue?  You would obviously be inclined to rescue your family...but is that Godly?  God shows no partiality...why should you?  If you rescue your child because he is your child, are you really loving your neighbor, or being selfish?  Should you instead flip a coin (Metaphorically speaking) or calculate which child is more likely to survive?  Should you think about which child is smarter, more competent, and more likely to be a boon to society in adulthood rather than a burden?  Should you save the stranger child in stead of your own, to show that you are not acting in selfishness...but simply following the command of God to love all people?

Maybe none of you have thought such things, but these are the sort of philosophical questions that bother me, and I will maintain should bother everyone enough to come to a faithful conclusion about.  But philosophy is of no help here, only God’s word.  And the answer is fairly simple...love your neighbor as yourself.  Your neighbor is not simply everyone, but in the original greek word used by the scriptures it is “plesion” which is a marker of position.  Neighbor does not simply mean “everyone”, because--though the christian on the opposite end of the globe is just as much your brother or sister as the christian in the pew next to you--they are not equally your neighbor.  The one closer is more your neighbor, and you have more of a responsibility to them than you do to someone far away.

But neighbor, which means literally “the one who is near” does not just mean physical distance.  There is also a family and vocational sense to it.  The christian brother or sister on the other side of the globe is more your neighbor than the unbeliever on the other side of lethbridge.  So it is that St. Paul can say in Galatians 6:10,  “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”  And in 1 Timothy 5:8, “But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  And in that sense, it is not up to you to decide which human beings you need to love first.  Faith and family are your closest neighbors and by placing you, not only in your geographical location on the earth, but in the church you are in, and in the family you have--God has especially called you to love them and you are commissioned by God take responsibility for their welfare above all others…And to answer the question, yes you are more responsible for your own child's safety than you are for a stranger’s, though God loves them both equally, and you are still called to love everyone, even your enemies.

“”In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” 4 And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 5 And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9 And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away. “

There are many lessons here in Jesus’ feeding of the four thousand.  Jesus can do miracles, because he is God.  Jesus uses what is available to make more, so too God will use our lowly bodies to make for himself redeemed and holy children for righteousness.  The disciples doubt Jesus even though they had seen him do this miracle before; so too, though we see the miracle of God every day in our unworthy lives, nevertheless we find ourselves doubting daily whether God can or will bless us.  Jesus blesses the seven loaves, hardly enough to feed a small fraction of the crowd, and makes enough to where there are even leftovers...so too the grace of God in Jesus Christ forgives our sins, not in stingy measure, but enough to where our cup overflows in righteousness.

All these are good points and edifying for faith and therefore are intended and complementary meanings of this account of Jesus feeding four thousand people.  But a central point, for our purposes, is this...Jesus takes responsibility for the crowds.

As Jesus performs this miracle, there are doubtless countless other people in the world who are starving.  Right now people are starving, and Jesus is not giving them bread.  But those people who are around him, and in his immediate presence he cannot just leave to fend for themselves.  He is responsible for them and their welfare...and more so now that they have fed on his teaching, they have heard his word...he cannot just say “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” withoug giving them the things needed for the body.  He is their teacher;  He is their lord; and his disciples learn here that he doesn’t just shrug his shoulders at the needs of those who come into his presence and hear his word.

Today, you have come into his presence.  Today, you have heard heard his Word.  And today he will not send you away hungry.  You have come, hungering and thirsty for righteousness, and he has come to feed you, body and soul, with the forgiveness of sins that leads to eternal life.  He will feed you with the one thing needful...Himself.  Your body needs redemption, he gives you his own.  Your blood is tainted with death, he gives you his for eternal life.  You have been found faithless, he remains faithful for he cannot deny himself, and he loves those who are far off and those who are near...but you who have come to him today, weary and heavy-laden, he will give you rest for your souls.




