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Dear People of God, Christ is Risen!

I am always so grateful to see the sun shine on Easter morning.  It signals the beginning of a new day!  And according to the calendar we have recently entered springtime…the season of childhood, of new life and innocence.  Parents and teachers of young children know very much about the innocence of a child.  And I’m sure sometime in all of our lives, a child has come to us and asked us that innocent question, “Why”.

“Mommy, why can birds fly?”  (And we sometimes have to be very creative and simplistic in our answers).  Because their wings allow the air to carry them.  Why does the air have to carry them?  Because if it didn’t they would fall to the ground.  Why? Because that’s how gravity works.  Oh!  Why does gravity work?  And no matter how much wholesome Christian patience you have at your disposal, sooner or later you will answer, “Because, that’s just the way things are…”
It doesn’t matter if you’re a parent, a teacher or even a scientist—there are some questions you can’t explain.  Now you may be able to furrow you brow and think very hard; you may have very many big words at your disposal—but when It comes to some questions of why, you can only answer “Because that’s the way things are.”  Why is there gravity…because that’s the way things are.  Why is Water composed of two Hydrogen atoms and one Oxygen atom?  Because that’s the way things are.  Why do politicians make pretty promises instead of actually solving our social problems?  Because that’s the way things are. 

Today we gather in this place to speak loudly about the victory of Jesus Christ over death.  Our Gospel Lesson tells the story.  On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women went to the tomb where Jesus was buried.  When they arrived they were perplexed to find the stone already rolled away.  But confusion quickly turned to fright when they saw that two men--angels in fact--were standing there in dazzling white apparel.  They bowed their faces to the ground, and the angels said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.” 
The phrase “He is risen” is our Easter confession.  If you haven’t caught on by now, you should know that during Easter we play this little game where someone says, Christ is risen, you respond – (“He is risen indeed.”)  yes and you may add an “Alleluia” for good measure.  
This Easter response is not just good fun though; it is practice.  Because fellow followers of Jesus, If we cannot say, Christ is risen, confident as a lion, proud as a panther…then we really have no hope at all.  But if he has risen, then you’re whole life is a response to this fact…because the resurrection of Christ is just that point in history, your history, our history, at which something absolutely unimaginable show through into our own world.  It is the point where God shows the extraordinary length he went to, to make sure that you remain his dear child forever.
Christ is risen…and in the book of Acts chapter 2, St. Peter tells us the answer to that famous question, why?  He says “God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”  It was not possible for death to hold him.  Now as I’m the one talking at the moment, you might feel in the role of the student.  And you might want to ask me the childlike question, “Why could death not hold him?”  And I have for you this very sufficient answer.  “Because, that’s the way it is.”  
And that’s not a very strange or evasive answer, is it?  After all, there are natural laws, aren’t there?...like the law of gravitation, law of general relativity, and one equally as familiar to many of us… ,the law of Murphy, and Albert Einstein himself couldn’t have told you why our universe is held together by such whimsical laws.  Well, ladies and gentlemen of the Lord, there are also what we will call “laws of the spirit,” and this is one of them, death cannot hold anyone who is righteous.  Death cannot hold one who is completely pure and innocent.   One whose whole life is consecrated to God without faltering even a bit, he is invincible.  We are amazed by men who can survive against all odds and dodge death.  How much more heroic is the One who didn’t even need to dodge death to win, because death has no power over him?
We are told that Christ was killed for us, that His death has washed out our sins, and that by dying He disabled death itself.  That’s the law of the Spirit.  That’s the formula at work.  That’s Christianity.   And Jesus’ resurrection is nothing other than the proof of that the formula works.  If Christ had not returned to life, it would be a very suspicious claim indeed to say that he disabled death.  But He is risen, and it is so.  And He appeared to many witnesses like the women in our Gospel lesson today, and the people we shall hear about in the weeks to come.  
So you must see also that death comes to all of us because of this formula.  If death can’t claim the innocent it must claim the guilty.  And so death claims all of us because we are sinners.  And I don’t need to get into the specifics here, but if you haven’t found a sin on you I’ll wager you haven’t been looking.  And sin is like a cancer, if you ignore it spreads like an invading army—like Sherman across Georgia—relentless.  And once it is there and has a foothold it grows out of and into your existing organs, it consumes them until you can’t tell which is “liver or lung” and which is cancer anymore.  

Now you see why St. Paul says that Jesus is the one who became sin for us.  It is not quite enough to say he took on our sin, because the effect of that was he became sin.  He allowed our sin to consume him so completely that when his own Father saw him hanging on the cross He could scarcely recognize him and had to turn away and let death take him.  And when our cancer finally consumed Jesus, he died.  
But three days was just enough time to be dead, because then the death that swallowed Jesus was then swallowed up by Jesus.  O death where is your victory?  O death where is your sting?  The cancer died with him, but the righteous blood of Jesus began to flow once again through that same body that was bruised and beaten.  That flesh--pierced and completely drained of life—lives!
You know dear people of God, in your life sin may consume you too, and according to many unfortunate and confused people out there, “death is the end” and “that is that”, because they don’t see the way things are.  They don’t see the law of the Spirit.  But the reality is still there; death is not the end.  And for the Christian who knows to lay his sins upon Jesus to be forgiven, death is this…it is the one final separation of a person from sin forever.  
Death is an amputation-God has to rip apart the sin from the person; and I’m sure it makes a monstrous sound when it happens.  It first happened on the cross at Jesus’ death.  A mighty earthquake, a great splitting of rocks and curtain.  The earth shook on Easter morning too when the angel came and rolled the stone away.  The pillars of heaven shake when God himself in one mighty act rips our sin from his Son and casts it forever into the abyss.  
And here is the comfort for you people today.  This is not only a distant deathbed reality.  This is right now.  Paul says that you, yes you, precious people of God have died already.  Forgiven, you have died to sin, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  Your baptism was your first death because it was where you received new life.  And every time you take the Lord’s Supper you proclaim Jesus’ death until he comes.  And when he appears again in Glory, it will be to give you new sinless bodies for a new sinless life.  Jesus’ grave is empty and so too will yours be on the last day, resurrection day, the day when we will see with new eyes “The Way Things Are.”
And now may the Life of our Risen Savior, Jesus Christ, keep your hearts and minds in Him.

